In this paper, we present some brief thoughts about drug users' organizations. After a brief discussion of users groups' history, we suggest a number of issues that require further research. 
This paper presents a stocktaking about users groups' history and about our and others' research on drug users' organizations. It focuses on organizations of users of illegal heroin, other opiates, cocaine, amphetamines, and amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS). Such organizations have become prominent parts of harm reduction efforts since the early 1980s. The first author has been writing about this topic for more than 25 years
.
We (1987) , which is unfortunately available only in Dutch (de Jong, 1987) . I described the RJB and its allies rather sketchily in some of my earlier papers on users' groups Friedman & Casriel, 1988 Friedman & Casriel, 1988 (Friedman, 1998a; Friedman et al., 2001; Samuel et al., 2001 (Cooper, Bossak, Tempalski, Des Jarlais, & Friedman, 2009; Friedman et al., 2011; Tempalski, 2007 Tempalski, , 2008 Tempalski et al., 2003; Tempalski, Cooper, Friedman, Des Jarlais, & Brady, 2008; Tempalski, Flom, et al., 2007; Tempalski, Friedman, Keem, Cooper, & Friedman, 2007; Tempalski & McQuie, 2009) 
